This is, according to the author of the introduction, the first conference on 'biomedical data processing' to be held in a medical school in the United States. As might be expected of a conference devoted to a technique rather than a subject, -there is conflict between enthusiasm and scholarship. At one end it is seriously suggested that eventually 50% of research projects will require computers, and that the remedies for the reputed delay in computer utilization in America should be sought. Some 13 pages later the use of such -facilities to do a x2 test of independence between 'signs and symptoms' suggests that such facilities ,as are available are not always wisely used.
A conference on the use of lenses in biology -could hardly have produced a greater scope for a setting in which such a medley of brilliance, irrelevance, and gadgetry could coexist. Anyone -who expects to find such subjects as punch cards, magnetic tape, record linking, tabulation procedures, &c., will be disappointed. That is old stuff. Newcombe's work, perhaps the most important application of electronic computers, is not mentioned.
In the reviewer's opinion this book reports a conference which was probably extremely'valuable to those attending, but whose publication has only burdened the confused lines of communication in research.
Textbook of the Fundus of the Eye by Arthur J Ballantyne LLD(Glas) MD(Glas) FRFPS(Glas) and Isaac C Michaelson FRFPS(Glas) DOMS(Eng) PhD(Glas) pp xix +520 illustrated £7 Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1962 'The outstanding feature of this textbook is the wealth of excellent illustrations, most of which emanate from Glasgow, where both Professor Ballantyne and Michaelson worked, in co-operation with the medical artist Mr Gabriel Donald. ' The second outstanding feature of the book is the correlation which is illustrated between ophthal. moscopic appearances and those of the same 'lesion studied histologically under the microscope. The third feature is the text itself, which is not too long. It is carefully written, from the standpoint of a general physician as well as from that of an ophthalmologist. The references are selective, well chosen and modern. It is a book which will fulfil a need for students aspiring to higher degrees, for teachers of ophthalmology at any level of the subject, and for physicians to whom it offers a mass of clinical observation in a most accessible form.
The author is to be congratulated on an excellent production. In view of the large number of coloured illustrations, the price is reasonable and the book is good value for money. The ground covered includes all lesions which are visible to the ophthalmoscope, including chapters on the vitreous and choroid. There are also chapters on the clinical application of electro-retinography. Vascular pathology is described in great detail, with chapters on changes in the retinal arteries, changes in the retinal veins, new-built vessels in the fundus oculi, retinal aneurysms, hkmorrhages, exudates, diseases of retinal vessels, occlusion of the retinal artery, occlusion of the retinal vein, and chapters devoted to the various retinopathies.
Cardiac Output and Regional Blood Flow by 0 L Wade MA MD MRCP and J M Bishop MD MRCP ppxv+268 45s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 In this monograph on Cardiac Output and Regional Blood Flow, Drs 0 L Wade and J M Bishop have not only reviewed the whole field, but also present new unpublished data of their own. The book is well arranged, adequately illustrated and easy to read. The extensive bibliography, including historical aspects, makes it one of the best reference works available on the subject.
The first six chapters include an extensive study of the normal physiology at rest and on exercise, and it is this section of the work which deserves the highest praise, for it fills an important gap in the literature on the physiology of the circulation. The second six chapters deal with the cardiac output and regional blood flow in various disease states. One or two sections here might have been elaborated, particularly the one on ischemic heart disease, but, as the authors point out, this is a difficult and hazardous field to investigate. This publication will be of great value to all those who are interested in, or directly concerned with, the study of hxemodynamics. The author has spent a distinguished career practising ophthalmology in Calcutta. This little book sets out his experience in that part of the world, and makes very interesting reading. The description of the various methods of 'couching' for cataract, still widely and harmfully practised in India, and the chapter on epidemic dropsy and the glaucoma associated with it, are fascinating.
